a. 
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1 . An antenna assembly for a telecommunication a{ 
a conductive element defining-ai3Ianar antenna; and 




TTJompnsing 



5 a flejjibteiTiember arranged to carry the conductive element. 

2. An antenna assembly as claimed in claim 1 wherein the conductive 
element is embedded in the flexible member. 

10 3. An antenna assembjy^wx:laimed in claim 1 or 2 wherein the flexible 
member is generally flat^it^pianar. 



4. An antenna as claimed ip-^/one of the preceding claims wherein the 
conductive element is dispo^e^xfn^ central bend axis of the flexible member. 

15 



5. An antenna assembly as cla^ppt^ in any one of the preceding claims 



wherein the conductive elemer 



sposed on a substrate. 



— 7^ 

6. An antenna assembly as claimed in 5 wherein the substrate material 

20 comprises an aperture. 



^1 




7. An antenna assembly as claimed^n claim 5 wherein the conductive 
element is disposed between the substrate and a second substrate material. 



25 8, An antenna assembly as 
wherein the flexible member is 



"7^ 




in any one of the preceding claims 
towards a generally planar equilibrium. 



30 



9. An antenna assembly as clainrigjWn any one of the preceding claims 
wherein the assembly further cp^;^\ses a relatively rigid base portion for 
connecting the assembly to th^efecoVrrrTiunic apparatus. 
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10. An antenna assembly as 
conductive element is a pre-form 




ledr' in claims 1 to 4 wherein the 



11. An antenna assembly as clmmed in claims 1 to 4 wherein the 
conductive element is a stamp^r^^i^pattern from a planar sheet. 



10 




12. An antenna assembly a&/^laimed in claim 10 or 11 wherein the 
conductive element is stainJ^?^^^ or spring steel. 



13. An antenna assemblv^^a^^laimed in claims 5 to 9 wherein the 
conductive element is dlspois^ on the substrate by a process of etching. 



14. An antenna assembly as cMmed in claims 5 to 9 wherein the 
conductive element is dispd^fQ on the substrate by a process of printing 
using conductive ink. 






7 

20 


1 5. An antenna assembly as 

is polyester. J<^^ 


;red in claims 5 to 9 wherein the substrate 




7 


16. An antenna assembly as clam 
is polyamide, 


^d' in claims 5 to 9 wherein the substrate 




25 


17. An antenna assembly as clai 
wherein the flexible member is a/wf 


^d in any one of the preceding claims 
mo plastic elastomer. 



18. An antenna assembly as claimed in claim 9 wherein the rigid base 
portion is 10-15 % glass filled polypropylene. 



30 19, An antenna assenik^l^j^onfe communication device comprising 
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a flexible member carrying a conductive track in a generally planar equilibrium 
configuration. 



5 20. A method^of^^ assembly comprising the step of: 

encapsulating a planar ante^^ia-elem within a flexible member. 
21 . A method as claimed in ctaim 20 further comprising the step of : 



10 



arranging the antenna/element to badisposed on a substrate. 



nn^/e 











22. A method as claimed in c 


J^^K^ or 21 wherein the encapsulation is/ 




achieved by means of an injecjiof 


^n^^M\x\i^ process. / 


ly 


-pr^ 






23. A method as claimed in 
produced by moulding operatijE 
substrate. / 


21aK22 wherein the flexible member is 
performed on opposing sides of the 



20 24. A method as claimed in claim 23 wherein the moulding on each side 
extends beyond the outer edge of the substrate. 



0/ 
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25. An antenna assembly as herein d^cribed , with particular reference to 
the drawings. 

26. A method of producing ar/ antenna assembly as herein described, with 
particular reference to Figure? 4 to 6 of the drawings. 
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